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EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE PACK
4X LESSON PLANS AND IDEAS

SUITABLE FOR: AGES 9+

EXPLORE THEMES OF:

• The power of forgiveness: Discovering the strength in forgiving others 
and f inding peace within oneself ,  as characters navigate through confl icts 
and past hurts.

• Courage in facing challenges: Learning from characters l ike Gemma, 
who show bravery and determination in overcoming obstacles and 
pursuing what’s r ight.

• Love conquers all:  Exploring the enduring nature of love amidst 
dif f icul t ies, portraying how love can help overcome hardships and bring 
people closer together.

• Wealth in relationships:  Understanding that true happiness l ies in 
meaningful relat ionships rather than material possessions, as characters 
f ind joy in the company of loved ones.

• Tennis being more than a sport: Exploring the deeper signif icance 
of tennis beyond just a game, as characters f ind connections, growth and 
healing through their involvement in the sport .

SUBJECTS:  •  English • PE (Physical Education) • PSHE 

ABOUT THE BOOK:
“ I p i ck  up  sc raps  o f  in format ion  bu t  i t ’ s  l i ke  a  j igsaw,  a l l  

b roken  up,  thousands  o f  p ieces  tha t  I  can ’ t  ever  s tar t  pu t t ing 
back  toge ther .  Bu t  I  want  Gran and Unc le  Joe  in  my l i fe  too .  

I  guess  th i s  i s  the  summer  I  g ive  tenn i s  a  go?!”
Gemma’s mum won’t talk about the fal lout with Gran and her brother Joe, 
so when an opportuni ty arises for Gemma to stay with Joe, she jumps at i t , 
determined to uncover the story behind the dif f icul t  relat ionship.

Joe is the perfect uncle and even signs her up for a fun tennis camp, but 
Gemma can’t shake the feel ing that he and Gran are keeping secrets … 
and that some of them relate to her. As the truth emerges, can she f ind a 
way to bring her family together?

A heartfel t  s tory of complex famil ies, forgiveness and new beginnings, for 
fans of Jacqueline Wilson, Lisa Thompson, Susin Nielsen and Cath Howe.

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024
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Carrot Cake the cat.  She loves the rain, eating brunch, TV and playing 
tennis.  Ros spent many years working as a primary school teacher and 
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PRE-READING: COVER AND  
INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Can you identi fy the author and i l lustrator of the book? Look for their 
names on ei ther the front or back cover. Have you read any other books 
by this author or i l lustrator before? If  yes, what are they?

2. What genre(s) do you think this book might be? (e.g. fantasy, 
adventure or something else entirely?)

3.  The t i t le of the book is ‘Knowing the Score’. What does this mean? Do 
you think i t  could have more than one meaning? Why do you think the 
author selected this part icular t i t le for the book?

4.  As you look at the front cover, what’s the f irs t  thing that catches your 
eye? Did you notice the gir l  in the middle, the aeroplane f lying high 
above her or was there something else that stood out?

5. Let’s take another look at the book’s front cover. What emotions do 
you think the gir l  might be experiencing based on her expression? Does 
she seem happy, worried or maybe something else?
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6.  Based on the clues on the cover, what do you think the story might be 
about? Make some predict ions about the adventures the characters might 
go on and the challenges they could face along the way.

7.  Now, let’s read the blurb together. Taking into account this addit ional 
information, what impression do you get about Gemma’s Uncle Joe? How 
do you think he wil l  play a part in the story?

8.  Since the book talks about family and secrets,  what do you think might 
happen to Gemma by the end of the story? How do you think her family 
members could be affected or changed by the events?

9.  What part of the blurb interests you the most? Are there any quest ions 
i t  doesn’t  answer?

10.  How do you feel about reading this book after looking at the cover 
and reading the blurb? If  you could talk to the author or i l lustrator, what 
would you ask them about the book?
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EXTRACT 1: A SPORTING SURPRISE 
(FROM CHAPTER TWELVE: p61-63)

“Can I ask you something?” I say.

“Anything.” He reaches up to a cupboard and gets a packet of 
biscui ts,  shakes a few on to a plate.

“What wil l  I  do when you’re at work? You said I’ l l  be out al l  day. Am 
I coming with you?”

“Well ,  I  wanted to talk to you about that.” Joe smiles, and suddenly I 
see Mum, so clearly. They smile in the same way. One side l i f ts more 
than the other. L ike i t ’s a bi t  wonky. “I’ve taken the last two weeks 
off .  Thought we could do some sightseeing in Chester; go to the zoo, 
stuff  l ike that.  Maybe even go to London.”

I raise my eyebrows. Wow, Joe is really taking this uncle stuff 
seriously. I  take a biscui t ,  bi te into the big, oaty chocolate chunks.

“But I  do have to work for the f irs t  half  of your stay,” he says. “So 
I’ve booked you into this great tennis camp for those two weeks. I 
hope that sounds l ike fun. You play each day and then there’s a l i t t le 
tournament at the end. I t ’s only down the road and my fr iend Sophie 
can pick you up i f  I  can’t  col lect you, and take you back to hers. Her 
son Bradley is playing too.”

I s top chewing. The biscui t  goes into a ball .  I  persuade my mouth to 
swallow i t  and put the rest of i t  down.

“Tennis?” I say. “I’ve never played tennis before.”

“Oh,” says Joe. “I kind of thought you might have at um .. .  school. . . 
Oh.”

I s tare at Joe, hoping he hasn’t  actually booked i t ,  paid for i t ,  that 
maybe he is joking.

“Um,” he says, “I can cancel i t .”

“No,” I say. “I t ’s f ine.”

I feel s ick. L ike, really sick. I  went to a gymnast ics camp one summer 
and i t  was the worst thing ever. Everyone could do walkovers and 
vaults and I couldn’t  even do a backward rol l .  A few of the gir ls 
laughed at me, l i t t le sniggers whenever I  tr ied something new. I t  was 
even worse than the netball  t r ials.

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024
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(EXTRACT 1 CONTINUED...)

I  break the lef tover biscui t  in two and t idy up the loose crumbs.

“You’ve never played?” says Joe, t i l t ing his head, pul l ing his hand 
through his f loppy hair. 

I  really don’t know what the big deal is .

“Nope,” I  say.

“Any ball  sports?”

“Not really. Bi t  of netball .  I  can swim l ike a f ish, though.

Is there a swimming camp?”

He smiles and shakes his head and says, “Don’t think so.”

I don’t want to go but I  really don’t have much choice – Joe has 
booked this tennis thing, paid for i t ,  made plans. He has to work.  
He thought i t  was a great idea.

“I’m sure i t  wil l  be fun,” I  say. The words come out dry and a bit 
whispery so I force a smile.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. How does Gemma react when Joe mentions the tennis camp?

2.  Imagine yourself in Gemma’s situation. How would you feel if you were 
told you had to go to tennis camp? Would you be excited or apprehensive?

3.  Find at least two ways where Gemma’s body language conveys her 
displeasure about going to tennis camp, rather than her verbal responses 
or act ions.

4.  How do Gemma’s past camp experiences impact her hesi tat ion to 
at tend tennis camp?

5.  Can you remember a t ime when you fel t  nervous or unsure about trying 
something new?

6.  What advice would you give to Gemma about going to tennis camp?

7.  Why did Joe think a tennis camp would be a good idea for Gemma?

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024



Illustrations © Catherine Fortey, 2024     #KnowingTheScore   littletiger.co.uk
  littletigerbooks   LittleTigerUK Educational resource pack text copyright © Scott Evans, 2024

All artwork on this page is 5 up - except title page art9

8.  What al ternative camp does Gemma say she would prefer to at tend 
instead of tennis camp?

9. Would you tel l  Joe you’re not going after he’s booked the camp or 
would you go along with his plans?

10. Do you think Gemma wil l  eventually enjoy tennis camp? Why or why 
not?

ACTIVITY 1: FACING FEARS
• Start by asking students to think about a t ime when they fel t  nervous or 
hesi tant to try something new and discuss these experiences in pairs or 
small groups. Subsequently, invi te them to share their experiences with the 
entire class, provided they feel comfortable to do so.

• Responses may include si tuations where they encountered challenges 
such as trying something dif ferent,  speaking in front of an audience, 
learning what to do for the f irs t  t ime or part icipating in a new hobby. 

• Next, draw a circle on the board and label i t  as the ‘comfort zone’. 
Explain to the class that the comfort zone is l ike a psychological safety 
net where we feel comfortable and secure. I t ’s where we tend to st ick to 
famil iar rout ines and avoid si tuations that make us feel anxious or scared.

• Discuss elements that typically fal l  within our comfort zones, such as 
famil iar act ivi t ies and environments. These may include hobbies we enjoy, 
places we feel at ease, rout ines we fol low daily and interact ions we have 
with close fr iends or family members. 

• I t ’s also important to remind students that everyone’s comfort zone 
is unique and can vary from person to person. Therefore, what feels 
comfortable or challenging for one person may be dif ferent for another.

• Share the provided extract with the class and faci l i tate a discussion 
about Gemma’s reaction upon learning she’s going to tennis camp. 
Emphasise that this experience is outside her comfort zone, prompting 
vis ible changes in her body language, such as raising her eyebrows, 
stopping chewing, swallowing hard and her responses becoming short 
and hesi tant.

• Sketch another circle on the board to represent Gemma’s comfort zone, 
then place ‘ tennis camp’ outside of i t .  As a class, compile a l is t  of i tems 
that you believe would belong within Gemma’s comfort zone, as well  as 
those that would be outside of i t . 
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• Encourage students to ref lect on how they would feel in a similar 
s i tuation and brainstorm strategies to help Gemma cope with stepping 
outside her comfort zone. This could involve discussing the importance of 
staying open-minded, set t ing small achievable goals, pract is ing posi t ive 
self - talk and seeking support from fr iends or other adults.

• Distr ibute the act ivi ty sheet to students, which features a circle 
representing their own comfort zone and addit ional space surrounding i t .

• Next, instruct s tudents to identi fy and l is t  act ivi t ies, s i tuations or 
experiences that they perceive as fal l ing within their comfort zones inside 
the circle.

• Then, have them jot down activi t ies or experiences that they would l ike 
to try that l ie outside their comfort zones in the space surrounding the 
circle and how they can overcome these challenges.

• Finally, end the lesson by discussing what they have wri t ten and 
emphasising the importance of personal growth and resi l ience in facing 
new challenges, while reminding them that feel ing nervous is natural, 
but encouraging them to push past their comfort zones and seize 
opportuni t ies. 



Illustrations © Catherine Fortey, 2024     #KnowingTheScore   littletiger.co.uk
 

 littletigerbooks   
 LittleTigerUK 

Educational resource pack text copyright © Scott Evans, 2024
11

A
ll artw

ork on this page is 5 up - except title page art

ACTIVITY SHEET 1: M
Y COM

FORT ZONE
INSTRUCTIONS:

 Insid
e the circle, w

rite d
o

w
n a

ctivities o
r exp

eriences tha
t yo

u usua
lly find

 ea
sy o

r co
m

fo
rta

b
le to

 d
o

.

A
ro

und
 the o

utsid
e o

f the circle, list the thing
s yo

u’d
 like to

 try tha
t w

o
uld

 req
uire yo

u to
 step

 o
utsid

e yo
ur co

m
fo

rt zo
ne.



Illustrations © Catherine Fortey, 2024     #KnowingTheScore   littletiger.co.uk
  littletigerbooks   LittleTigerUK Educational resource pack text copyright © Scott Evans, 2024

All artwork on this page is 5 up - except title page art12

EXTRACT 2A: SCORING SYSTEM 
(FROM CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR: p129-130)

After lunch, we si t  with Jake and watch the other four play a game.

“They al l  know how to score,” he says. “I’m going to talk you 
through i t  and then we’l l  have a go. OK?”

They start  a proper game with scores and serves.

Bradley and Sarah playing Raj and Minxie. Pam helps them to stand 
in the r ight posi t ion and gives them t ips.

Minxie is a dif ferent person. She runs and chases and shouts “good 
shot” to Raj.  When Pam tel ls her to stand closer to the net to volley, 
she says, “Oh, of course.”

She does a really good return and when Jake says, “Good shot, 
Minxie,” she looks over and beams a huge smile and bounces back 
to wait for the next point.  I t ’s l ike someone’s f l icked a switch in her.

Scoring is so confusing. The points aren’t  one or two but f i f teen and 
thir ty and forty and something called deuce and advantage. And 
some players switch places and some don’t .  Some move back, some 
stay st i l l .

“You have to defend and attack,” says Jake.

“I t ’s l ike chess,” says Max. “I’m good at chess.”

“No, you’re not,” says Finlay. But Jake has seated them well  apart 
and Max doesn’t  hear.

“I t  is a bi t  l ike chess,” laughs Jake. “You have to posi t ion yourself 
careful ly and decide when i t ’s the r ight t ime to move. Tennis is just  a 
l i t t le more act ive.”

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024
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EXTRACT 2B: A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO TENNIS 
(FROM CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN: p145-146)

There are so many new words to learn. Baseline, tramline, service 
l ine. Stance, fol low through, spl i t  s tep. We do forehands, backhands 
and the volley, when you hi t  i t  before i t  bounces. Sarah has an 
amazing volley and Pam uses her a lot to demonstrate.

“Not too close to the net,” she yel ls as we all  have a go. “Take a 
step back, Max!”

My trainers are start ing to rub in a new place. And my hand is sore 
where I’ve gripped the racket.  But the more we play, the easier some 
things get.

“You’re really connecting with the ball  now, Gemma,” says Pam and I 
smile. “Third day of tennis.  Impressive.”

I want to ask so many things. How the racket should swing through, 
how exactly to do the “spl i t  s tep” but i t ’s hard. I f  I  ask, we stop 
playing and then Minxie gets al l  pouty and Bradley looks fed up and 
the twins mess around. I  try to remember stuff  to ask Joe.

“You mustn’t  s tand in no man’s land,” says Pam as we play a game.

“Sorry,” I  say. “I’m not sure where no man’s land is.” Minxie sniggers 
again.

“No man’s land,” says Pam, “is the space in between the two back 
l ines. I f  you’re there, the ball  wil l  land right at your feet.  Make sure 
you are ei ther back on the baseline or moving up the court .  Don’t 
worry! You’l l  soon get i t ,  Gemma.”

“I’m so glad you ask stuff ,” says Flori .  “I haven’t a clue.” She tr ies to 
hi t  a backhand return but her shot goes way up high and lands over 
the nett ing. Minxie laughs, very loud.

I s tare at her. I  s tare at her hard.

Sarah mutters, “Just ignore her.”

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. From the f irs t  extract,  could you explain the tennis scoring system using 
your own words?

2.  How does Minxie behave dif ferent ly when playing tennis? What has 
caused this change?

3.  What does Jake l iken tennis to? Do you think this is a good analogy (a 
comparison between two things)?

4.  How do the chi ldren feel about learning tennis? I f  you were to rate 
their confidence levels on a scale, who would you consider the most 
confident,  the least confident and those in between?

5.  In the second extract,  what new tennis words does Gemma learn? Do 
you know the meaning of them?

6.  What does i t  suggest about Gemma if  her trainers are rubbing her feet 
and her hands are sore?

7.  Gemma observes that ‘ the more we play, the easier some things get’ . 
Have you noticed similar improvements in things when you practise them? 
Why do you think this happens?

8.  Have you played tennis before? If  not,  would you l ike to try i t  based 
on what you’ve read in these extracts?

9.  What do you think are the benefi ts of playing tennis for physical health 
and f i tness?

10.  How might learning to play tennis help you in other areas of your l i fe, 
such as teamwork
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ACTIVITY 2: MINI TENNIS
Note: Please ensure you have a variety of tennis equipment on hand 
for this lesson, including rackets, tennis balls and cones or markers 
for setting up specific areas to hit into.

• Present an image of a tennis court on the board and ask i f  any students 
can identi fy the sport commonly played on this type of court .

• Once you have identi f ied i t  as tennis,  f ind out i f  anybody has played i t 
before and what prior knowledge they have collect ively, recording their 
range of responses on the board. Some students may be famil iar, while 
others might be entirely new to the sport ,  echoing the experience of the 
main character, Gemma.

• Provide a brief introduction by explaining that tennis is a racket sport 
played individually against a single opponent (s ingles) or between two 
teams of two players each (doubles),  where players hi t  a ball  over a net 
into specif ic areas of a court .  Fol lowing this,  read the two extracts in 
which we see Gemma learn how to play tennis,  including detai ls about the 
scoring system, dif ferent s trokes and the areas.

• Distr ibute the act ivi ty sheet displaying the tennis court diagram and 
describe i ts layout, including the singles and doubles sidel ines, baseline, 
service boxes and net.  Point out the area known as ‘no man’s land’, 
mentioned in one of the extracts.  Ask students to identi fy these features 
using dif ferent colours. 

• Use the extracts and court diagram to help students understand the 
scoring system used in tennis,  which is based on points,  s tart ing from 15 
(1 point) ,  then 30 (2 points) and 40 (3 points).  Winning a game requires 
winning the fourth point with a clear-point lead and the f irs t  to win 6 
games wins the set.

• You could also take the opportuni ty to clari fy the concept of deuce and 
advantage scoring.

• Optionally, af ter this,  s tudents could engage in a fun f inger version of 
f l ick tennis using their act ivi ty sheets and a small rol led-up piece of paper 
as the ball  to recreate a miniature version of the game.

• Next, tel l  the students that they’l l  have the opportuni ty to explore tennis 
further through some hands-on practical sessions to learn the essential 
ski l ls and lead them to ei ther the school hall  or outdoors.
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• There, set up a variety of ski l l  s tat ions where students can practise 
fundamental tennis strokes including forehand, backhand, vol ley and 
overhead smash. Before let t ing them engage in the act ivi t ies, provide a 
brief demonstrat ion on how to properly execute each stroke. Ensure that 
safety is fol lowed at al l  t imes and remind students to be aware of their 
surroundings and to handle equipment safely.

• Divide the students into smaller groups and assign each group to start 
at a dif ferent ski l l  s tat ion. Allow them a set amount of t ime to practise at 
each stat ion before rotat ing to the next one.

• As students practise at the ski l l  s tat ions, circulate around each area, 
offering guidance and feedback on their techniques. Foster a support ive 
atmosphere where students can help and encourage each other as they 
practise. Encourage them to share strategies that have helped them 
improve their own strokes.

• Depending on their ski l l  levels and progress, you may need to adjust 
the dif f icul ty levels of the ski l l  s tat ions. You can modify the distance, 
speed or complexity of dri l ls to challenge students appropriately.

• To f inish, gather the students together to celebrate their progress and 
accomplishments and engage them in a discussion about the benefi ts of 
playing tennis,  both physically and mental ly.  
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EXTRACT 3A: PARENTAL PRESSURES 
(FROM CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO: p118-119)

“Minxie was wrong about Pam,” I say. “I l ike her.”

Joe smiles. “Minxie is wrong about a lot of things. Don’t be too hard 
on her. She’s had a rough t ime the last few years.”

“Does that mean she’s al lowed to be unkind and rude?” I say, 
shoving a large piece of cod in my mouth,

the batter crunching around i t .  So yum.

Joe looks at me, smiles a l i t t le as i f  my comment surprised him and 
shakes his head. “No, no, i t  doesn’t .” He loads up his fork, the peas 
topping each layer. “I don’t think she really wants to be there. Her 
dad, Geoff,  is chairman of the club. She’s a nice player but he is 
desperate for her to be bri l l iant.  She’s had loads of coaching.”

“Mmm,” I say, reaching for the ketchup. “That’s a bi t  l ike Surinder’s 
mum with netball .  Her mum makes her go to al l  the sessions. She had 
to miss a party last week for a match. They had the biggest row.”

Joe puts his cut lery down. “That’s tough,” he says. “I hope her mum 
l is tens to what she has to say.”

“Sometimes,” I  say, “but not always.”

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024
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EXTRACT 3B: SKETCHBOOK SECRETS 
(FROM CHAPTER FIFTY-THREE: p295-296)

I  look round and see Minxie, s i t t ing on her own in the clubhouse. 
Pam passes round a plate of cakes so I take two and go inside. I  pass 
Minxie a chocolate cupcake.

“Thanks.”

“Are you OK?”

“Yep.” She picks at the cake, peels off  the wrapper, wipes her eye 
fast .  I  bi te into mine and we si t  for a minute, just  quiet ly eating.

“I t  must be hard,” I  say. “With your dad being so . . .  keen.” I  wonder 
i f  this is how Mum fel t  when she didn’t  want to play. I  wonder how 
many tears she wiped away.

Minxie l ines up the crumbs that have fal len on the table.

“I don’t want to play any more,” she says. “He needs to get i t .”

“Ooh, I  think he did this afternoon.” She smiles at that,  f iddles with 
the edge of her sketch pad.

“Can I see?” I ask.

Minxie nods and sl ides i t  over to me and folds her arms, lays her 
head down on them but t i l ts  i t  so she can watch. I  open the f irs t  page. 
They are designs for long evening dresses. One has a sl i t  r ight up 
to the thigh and l i t t le jewels across one shoulder seam. Other pages 
have jackets and evening tops. Guys beachwear. Handbags, hats, 
scarves.

“These are incredible,” I  say.

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Who does Gemma say she l ikes in the f irs t  extract? What does this 
show about Gemma and how is she dif ferent from Minxie?

2.  What does Joe tel l  us about Minxie’s family si tuation and her 
involvement with the club? How does this help us understand why Minxie 
might act the way she does?

3.  I f  someone is going through a tough t ime, does that just i fy being unkind 
or rude to others? Why or why not?

4.  Gemma says that Surinder’s s i tuation with her mum is s imilar to Minxie 
and her dad. How could Surinder’s mother better support her daughter’s 
interests while st i l l  encouraging her to part icipate in netball?

5.  In the second extract,  Minxie’s dad sees that she doesn’t  want to play 
tennis.  Can you think of ways in which he could show understanding and 
empathy towards her desire to pursue fashion design instead of tennis?

6.  How do you think parental pressure affects chi ldren’s self -esteem and 
confidence?

7.  Have you ever fel t  pressured by your parents to do well  in an act ivi ty 
or subject? How did i t  make you feel? 

8.  Do you think i t ’s fair for parents to push their chi ldren to excel in sports 
or other act ivi t ies?

9.  How can parents f ind a balance between support ing their chi ldren and 
putt ing too much pressure on them?

10.  Why is i t  important for parents to l is ten to their chi ldren’s dreams? 
What are your aspirat ions for the future?
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ACTIVITY 3: BE WHO YOU WANT TO BE
• Begin by reading the f irs t  provided extract aloud to the class. In this 
part of the story, Joe talks to Gemma about Minxie’s challenges with her 
father’s expectat ions while playing tennis.

• Encourage students to share their thoughts on how Minxie might feel 
about her father’s expectat ions and how i t  affects her enjoyment of tennis.

• Facil i tate a conversation using quest ions such as: What do you think 
Minxie might be feel ing? Have you ever experienced something similar 
where a parent wanted you to do well  in a part icular act ivi ty? Invi te them 
to share any experiences they have had or examples they have seen in 
stories or movies.

• Introduce the theme of parental pressure and expectat ions. Explain to 
the students that parental pressure occurs when parents or carers want 
their chi ldren to succeed in something, even i f  they may not want to do i t 
themselves. Draw parallels between Minxie’s experience and Surinder’s 
s i tuation with her mother, i l lustrat ing how both characters navigate 
parental pressure in dif ferent contexts.

• Discuss the reasons behind parental pressure, including the sense of 
personal investment that arises from dedicating substantial t ime, effort 
and resources, such as f inancial support;  societal pressures to conform to 
certain standards of success; a desire to ensure their chi ldren have better 
opportuni t ies compared to what they had or simply wanting what they 
believe is best for their chi ldren’s future.

• Talk about how parental pressure often stems from a place of love and 
concern for their chi ldren’s well -being. However, i t ’s also essential for 
parents to recognise the individual needs and interests of their chi ldren 
and to support them in pursuing paths that match their own passions. Ask 
how Minxie’s dad and Surinder’s mum could change their approach to 
avoid putt ing pressure on their daughters.

• Then, transi t ion to reading the second extract,  which reveals Minxie’s 
true passion for fashion design.

• Emphasise how Minxie’s passion for fashion and her sketchbook serves 
as an outlet for her creativi ty and individuali ty, al lowing her to express 
herself  authentical ly.
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• Also, highl ight Gemma’s praise (“These are incredible,” I  say.) of 
Minxie’s sketches and i ts s ignif icance in validating Minxie’s talents 
and how this moment shows the importance of support ive fr iendships 
in nurturing individual interests despite external pressures. Encourage 
students to consider how they can be support ive fr iends l ike Gemma, 
recognising and celebrating their peers’ passions.

• Next, lead students to ref lect on their own interests and aspirat ions. 
What do they enjoy doing? What dreams do they have for the future? 
Provide them with an act ivi ty sheet where they can jot down their 
thoughts. This wil l  prompt self - ref lect ion and help them to identi fy what 
motivates and inspires them.

• As an extension act ivi ty, s tudents could also create a collage or 
drawing that represents their own interests and aspirat ions, incorporating 
themes of creativi ty, individuali ty and self -expression.

• Conclude by reminding them that they have the r ight to pursue what 
truly makes them happy and fulf i l led, encouraging students to continue 
embracing and exploring their passions and to communicate openly 
with their parents, fr iends or trusted adults,  such as teachers, about their 
aspirat ions.  
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EXTRACT 4A: FAMILY FALLOUT 
(FROM CHAPTER TWO: p14-15)

Things are tr icky between Mum and Gran. They always have been. 
There was a big fal lout years and years ago, after Mum came back 
from America. I  don’t know what about. Mum hates talking about 
those days. I  pick up scraps of information, scramble with t iny 
memories of things. But i t ’s l ike a j igsaw, al l  broken up, thousands of 
pieces that I  can’t  even begin to put together.

I  asked her about i t  once. We had been at the cinema for my 
bir thday, watching a f i lm about a lost dog crossing America. On 
the bus home, I  asked Mum about her tr ip to America, and what 
happened when she got home.

She looked at me, gasped a l i t t le and then stared out at the dark 
night and said, “America is a great place.” She didn’t  talk much 
again that night,  even though i t  was my bir thday.

I only see Gran twice a year, at Christmas and near my bir thday. We 
meet at the shops or the cinema or a café. She’s funny, Gran; she 
makes me laugh. We talk about al l  sorts of things: school, swimming, 
food. But we never talk about things that matter.  We never talk about 
my mum or the fal lout or why we hardly ever see Uncle Joe. I t ’s l ike 
we’ve put al l  that s tuff  in a box and shoved i t  away in a cupboard.

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024
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EXTRACT 4B: BUILDING BRIDGES 
(FROM CHAPTER THIRTY-NINE: p203-204)

“He was a tennis player, my dad, wasn’t  he?”

Joe leans forward on the sofa and turns the TV off .  I ’ve said such a 
big thing but i t ’s odd because I’d quite l ike to have seen the gir l  af ter 
the washing powder worked i ts magic.

“I’ve no idea, Gemma,” he says. “He might have been.”

“You know he played tennis.  Everyone does. I t ’s this ‘ in your blood’ 
thing. I t ’s not you, is i t ,  i t ’s my dad? Problems with my dad led to this 
big family fal lout.  That’s why I don’t see any of you, or him.”

Joe moves to si t  on the coffee table, facing me.

“Now just hold on, Gem. We know nothing about your dad. Nothing. 
Zip. Your mum came back from America and wouldn’t  tel l  any of us a 
thing. I t  was part of the problem. She came back and told us she was 
having a baby but nothing else.” He sips his beer again. “But I  know 
about you now, Gemma. Your mum did a great job with you. You’re 
a fab young lady and i t ’s magical for me to spend this t ime with you. 
I  never thought your mum would quite forgive us enough for this to 
happen.”

He looks down, taps the bott le, bi tes his l ip. I  s tare at him. Why 
would Mum need to forgive them? I shake my head a l i t t le, try to 
make the thoughts fal l  into place.

“Was the fal lout because of my dad, because of Mum gett ing 
pregnant, because of me?”

“NO!” He shouts i t ,  looks almost afraid I should think that. 

“I t  was nothing to do with that.  We loved you from the very start .”

“Why then?”

Joe stares at me. I  know he wants to tel l  me more. “We all  made 
mistakes. Especial ly me. Having this chance now, to be with you, 
Gemma, to bui ld a relat ionship. That means the world to me.”

Extract text © Ros Roberts,  2024
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. What makes things tr icky between Mum and Gran? What do you think 
happened to cause this tension?

2.  From Gemma’s point of view, how does she see the relat ionship 
between her Mum and Gran?

3.  Why do you think Gemma’s Mum doesn’t  talk much after Gemma asks 
about her tr ip to America?

4.  How often does Gemma get to vis i t  or spend t ime with Gran?

5.  What do Gemma and Gran usually talk about? What topics does 
Gemma wish they would discuss?

6.  In the second extract,  what does Gemma mean when she talks about 
tennis being ‘ in your blood’?

7.  Can you share an experience when you forgave someone or were 
forgiven?

8.  How can we tel l  that Joe is shouting the word “No” in the text? 

9.  According to Joe, what means the world to him, as shown in his 
conversation with Gemma?

10.  Pretend you’re Gemma with Uncle Joe, curious about your family’s 
past—what would you ask him? 
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ACTIVITY 4: CHARACTER CONNECTIONS
• Start the lesson by ini t iat ing a discussion on the signif icance of 
character relat ionships in storytel l ing. Explain to students that while 
individual characters are crucial,  i t ’s the connections between them that 
progress the plot by driving the narrat ive forward and adding emotional 
depth to characters’ development.

• Provide a variety of examples from popular and contemporary stories to 
i l lustrate this.  For example:

-  In the Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling, the fr iendships formed 
between Harry, Ron, and Hermione drives their adventures and 
underscores themes of loyalty and sacri f ice.

-  In the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series by Jeff  Kinney, the interact ions 
between Greg and his family and fr iends provide humour and 
insight into the challenges of growing up.

-  In Mati lda by Roald Dahl, the relat ionship between Mati lda and 
Miss Honey showcases the power of kindness and resi l ience in 
overcoming adversi ty.

-  In Ghost by Jason Reynolds, the dynamics between Ghost and 
his track teammates, as well  as his coach, provide support as he 
navigates challenges both on and off the track.

-  In A Kind of Spark by El le McNicoll ,  the bond between Addie and 
her sis ter,  Keedie, serves as a cornerstone of the story, highl ight ing 
themes of understanding, acceptance and famil ial support.

• Read aloud the two provided extracts to delve deeper into the 
relat ionships between dif ferent characters, such as Mum and Gran, and 
Uncle Joe and Gemma.

• Discuss how there are many dif ferent relat ionships in the story, just  l ike 
a spider’s web with numerous strands connecting dif ferent characters 
together.

• I l lustrate this concept by drawing a simple character web on the board, 
placing a central character such as Gemma in the middle and connecting 
them to other characters (Mum, Gran, Uncle Joe, Surinder Jess and 
Minxie, etc.) with l ines to represent their relat ionships.

• While doing this,  discuss each character connected to the central 
character and describe the nature of their relat ionship. Encourage 
students to contr ibute their observations and insights.
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• Ask students to identi fy addit ional characters from the story and add 
them to the web, connecting them to exist ing characters based on their 
relat ionships.

• Encourage students to ref lect on the complexity of character 
relat ionships and how they contr ibute to the overall  narrat ive. Discuss any 
patterns or themes that emerge from the character web.

• Have students create their own character webs for a central character 
within the story, such as Gemma’s mum, Gran, Uncle Joe, Minxie, Lexi, 
Sophie or any of the other support ing characters.
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POST-READING QUESTIONS:  
DEEPENING DISCUSSIONS

PLOT ANALYSIS:
• Can you summarise the beginning, middle and end of Knowing the 
Score in your own words? 
• What was the most exci t ing part of the story for you? Why do you think 
i t  s tood out?

GETTING TO KNOW THE CHARACTERS
• Who is your favouri te character in the story and why? 
• How do you think Gemma fel t  at the start  of the book? How did she feel 
by the end?

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT:
• How did Gemma’s relat ionship with her uncle Joe change throughout 
the story? Can you give examples? 
• Were there any characters whose act ions surprised you? How did your 
opinion of them change as you learned more about them?

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
• How is Gemma’s family similar to or dif ferent from your own family? 
• How did Gemma’s fr iends help her during the story? Do you think hav-
ing support ive fr iends is important when facing challenges?

LOVE:
• How does the story show that love can help us get through tough t imes? 
• What parts of the book teach us that love is more important than having 
lots of money or fancy things?

FORGIVENESS:
• In what ways do you think forgiveness played a role in the story? Can 
you give examples of characters forgiving each other? 
• How did forgiveness help Gemma and her family come together?

THEMES AND MESSAGES:
• What were the main ideas or themes you found in the story? 
• I f  you were to summarise i ts main message, what would i t  be? Do you 
think i t  was posi t ive overall?

MEMORIES AND REFLECTIONS: 
• Why do you think memories are important to the characters in the 
story? How do they inf luence their act ions and decisions? 
• Have you ever experienced a si tuation where a small thing tr iggered a 
memory for you, l ike when Gemma remembers the gate and the tr ip to the 
toy shop? Can you share that experience?
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PREDICTIONS AND SEQUELS: 
• What do you think might happen next in Gemma’s l i fe? Can you 
imagine a sequel to the story? 
• How would you l ike to see Gemma’s relat ionships with her family 
members develop further in a sequel?

AUTHOR INTERACTION AND FUTURE READING: 
• I f  you could ask Ros Roberts one quest ion about this book or how she 
wri tes, what would i t  be? 
• Do you think you’d l ike to read more books by this author in the future? 
Why or why not?

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES AND INNOVATIVE IDEAS
• Author Study and Q&A Session: Research the author of the book, 
Ros Roberts,  and arrange an in-person Q&A session or vir tual vis i t  where 
students can ask quest ions about the wri t ing process and inspirat ion 
behind the story.

• Memory Box Creation:  Invi te students to create their own memory 
boxes and scrapbooks after Gemma sees the photos at Orchard House. 
They can f i l l  them with mementos, tr inkets and wri t ten notes that represent 
s ignif icant memories or moments in their l ives. This hands-on act ivi ty 
encourages ref lect ion and introspection while also serving as a tangible 
reminder of the importance of memories.

• Forgiveness Letter Writing:  In l ine with the theme of forgiveness, have 
students wri te let ters from the perspective of one character to another, 
expressing forgiveness or seeking forgiveness. This act ivi ty encourages 
empathy and understanding of dif ferent viewpoints.

• Courageous Conversations Circle:  Create a safe space where 
students feel comfortable sharing stories of personal courage, to bui ld 
empathy and understanding among classmates and develop a support ive 
and welcoming environment where everyone’s experiences are valued 
and respected.

• Family Tree Project: Engage students in researching and construct ing 
their own family trees, ref lect ing on the diverse dynamics and 
relat ionships within their famil ies. Encourage them to explore dif ferent 
s tructures and types of famil ies, such as nuclear famil ies, extended 
famil ies, s ingle-parent famil ies, blended famil ies and chosen famil ies. 
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• Tennis Tournament: Host a mini tennis tournament where students 
compete against each other in singles or doubles matches. Prior to the 
tournament, s tudents can practise their ski l ls during physical education 
lessons or after -school tennis sessions, culminating in a fr iendly 
competi t ion that celebrates sportsmanship, teamwork and the joy of 
playing tennis.

• Act It Out: Divide students into groups and assign them scenes 
from the book to act out.  Encourage students to immerse themselves 
in the characters’ perspectives, motivations and emotions and enrich 
their comprehension of them as they bring the book to l i fe through 
performance.

• Creative Book Covers:  Encourage students to design their own 
alternative book covers for Knowing the Score, inspired by the original 
artwork by Catherine Fortey, incorporating symbolism, imagery and 
typography that ref lects the central themes and tone of the story. This 
act ivi ty al lows for art is t ic expression while also encouraging deeper 
engagement with the text and i ts underlying messages.

• Character Interview Podcast: Task students with creating a podcast 
where they conduct f ict ional interviews with characters from the book. 
They can prepare quest ions based on the characters’ experiences, 
motivations and growth throughout the story, offering insights into their 
perspectives and the overarching themes of the book.

• Character Playlist Creation:  Encourage students to curate playl is ts 
inspired by the personali t ies, experiences, and emotions of the characters 
in Knowing the Score. They can select songs that ref lect each character’s 
journey, relat ionships, and inner confl icts,  presenting their playl is ts to the 
class and explaining their song choices.
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NATIONAL CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES  
- KEY STAGE 2/3

ENGLISH

SPOKEN LANGUAGE

Pupils should be taught to:

• develop understanding through speculat ing, hypothesising, imagining 
and exploring ideas

• part icipate in discussions, presentat ions, performances, role play/
improvisat ions and debates

READING: COMPREHENSION

Pupils should be taught to:

• maintain posi t ive att i tudes to reading and understanding of what they 
read by:

-  continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of 
f ict ion, poetry, plays, non-f ict ion and reference books or textbooks

-  increasing their famil iari ty with a wide range of books, including 
myths, legends and tradit ional stories, modern f ict ion, f ict ion from 
our l i terary heri tage, and books from other cul tures and tradit ions

-  recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving 
reasons for their choices

-  identi fying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a 
wide range of wri t ing

• understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:

-  drawing inferences such as inferr ing characters’ feel ings, thoughts 
and motives for their act ions, and just i fying inferences with 
evidence

- predict ing what might happen from detai ls s tated and implied

- summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, 
identi fying key detai ls that support the main ideas
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WRITING: COMPOSITION

Pupils should be taught to:

• plan their wri t ing by:

-  discussing wri t ing similar to that which they are planning to wri te 
in order to understand and learn from i ts s tructure, vocabulary and 
grammar

- develop posi t ive att i tudes towards and stamina for wri t ing by:

-  wri t ing narrat ives about personal experiences and those of others 
(real and f ict ional)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Pupils should be taught to:

• play competi t ive games, modif ied where appropriate [for example, 
badminton, basketball ,  cr icket,  football ,  hockey, netball ,  rounders and 
tennis],  and apply basic principles sui table for at tacking and defending

PSHE (TAKEN FROM PROGRAMME OF STUDY FOR PSHE 
EDUCATION: KS1-5)

Pupils learn:

Families and close positive relationships

• R6. that a feature of posi t ive family l i fe is caring relat ionships; about 
the dif ferent ways in which people care for one another 

• R7. to recognise and respect that there are dif ferent types of family 
structure ( including single parents, same-sex parents, s tep-parents, 
blended famil ies, foster parents);  that famil ies of al l  types can give family 
members love, securi ty and stabil i ty

• R8. to recognise other shared characteris t ics of healthy family l i fe, 
including commitment, care, spending t ime together; being there for each 
other in t imes of dif f icul ty

• R9. how to recognise i f  family relat ionships are making them feel 
unhappy or unsafe, and how to seek help or advice


